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All in God’s Timing

2026 ordination one to remember

MATEA GREGG, COMMUNICATIONS

Bishop Gerald Vincke ordained Benjamin King and Luke Friess to the priesthood June 12 at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina.

By DIANE GASPER-O’BRIEN
THE REGISTER

n the end, it was well worth the
Iwait. Ahigher power made
sure this year’s ordination for
priesthood for the Diocese of Salina
went on as planned.

Much like the eye of a storm, the
June 12 ceremony for Father Luke
Friess and Fr. Benjamin King was
calm, peaceful and serene at the
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Salina on
the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart.

A major storm had blown through
Salina a few days earlier, leaving
behind much destruction in its wake
and cutting power to virtually the
entire city.

Ordination Day dawned sunny to a
grateful scenario following an
anxious week of waiting to learn
when electrical power would be
restored to the cathedral.

People came from all around the
state, from other states as well and
even some from Rome to witness the
ordination. For at least two hours in a
standing-room-only crowd of all ages
in the spacious cathedral, people
could forget the turbulent week that
preceded this glorious event.

As crews worked furiously to
restore power to the city, the area
where the cathedral is located took a
bit longer to get power reinstated. So
alternative plans for the ordination
and reception were made to be held
at another city parish - St. Mary
Queen of the Universe.

Power was restored to the cathe-
dral late Thursday evening - less
than 24 hours before the start of the
ordination Mass. Therefore, the Mass
went on as scheduled at Sacred
Heart, with the first blessings by the
new priests and reception at St.
Mary’s.

Fr. Luke visited about his upcoming
ordination a week before the event.
One of his comments about his
personal journey also could have
described the series of events
that would immediately
preceed his ordination.

“It reminds me that
the Lord has His plan,
His timing,” he said. “He
doesn’t waste anything.
Whatever he allows to
happen, he brings good
out of it.”

Bishop Gerald Vincke’s homily
also could have had double meaning.

“God provided for us in a very
special way; thank God for choosing
these two men to become priests,”
Bishop Vincke said as he referred to
Jesus’ parable of building a house on
arock.

“Even in the strongest wind,” he
added, “Jesus’ Sacred Heart is a solid
rock.”

e

Fr. Luke Friess
Fr. Luke grew up in Hoxie, attend-
ed Benedictine College in Atchison,
where he decided to explore the
possibility of becoming a priest.
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After five years in seminary, he left
seminary formation for two years for
more discernment.

Before resuming his studies at St.
John Vianney Seminary in Denver,
Fr. Luke spent a pastoral year at St.
John the Baptist Parish in Beloit,
which also has a Catholic school that
serves students preK-grade 12.

“That whole year at St. John’s was
one of the most blessed years in
seminary for me,” he said. “Being

part of their school was part

of that, so this next year
™) will be ablessing.”
‘L Fr. Luke was referring
to his first assignment
in the diocese as a
priest. As of July 1, he
will take over as parochi-
5 al vicar at Immaculate
Heart of Mary parish in Hays
and serve as chaplain across town
at Thomas More Prep-Marian Jr./Sr.
High School.

He said he is looking forward to
“serving in this diocese that Ilove
and have grown up in.”

“I think Fr. Nick (Parker) will be a
great mentor at IHM,” Fr. Luke said,
“and to get to work at a Catholic
school right away after ordination. ...
I feel really blessed.”

Both Fr. Luke and Fr. Benjamin said
Mass at their home parishes on
Sunday - Fr. Luke at St. Frances of
Cabrini in Hoxie and Fr. Benjamin at
St. Thomas More in Manhattan.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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An Invitation to encounter Jesus

OF SALINA

'EUCHARISTIC
CONFERENCE

JULY 81 = AUBUST 1, 2026

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY
PRESENTED BY THE COMEAU CATHOLIC CAMPUS CENTER

FR. MATHIAS .
THELEN

LT

VINCKE

SUMMER MISSION TEAMS

E EvAS—YE

Prayer nd Action
(L-R) Emma Roberts, Christopher LaRocque, Ella Juenemann, Adam Bates, Marlia
Jimenez, and Augustine Hanson.

1\ MATEA GREGG, COMMUNICATIONS|

Totus Tuus
Back: Joshua Juenemann, Jos Nguyen, Thomas Braun, Levi Wellbrock, Landon Vorhies,
Ethan Weiner, Ezekiel Weiner, Grant Stephens, Jackson Hartman, and Gabriel Friess.
Front: Jane Letourneau, Joni Begnoche, Clare McKain, Hannah Zarybnicky, Sydney Goetz,
Jalyssa Sabatka, Logann Arnoldy, Kynli Koenigsman, Keely Klinge, Savana Rumback,
Alliana Thomasson, and Felicity Clark.

Someone recently asked
me about the importance
of adoration
and why I
encourage
people,

especially GERALD

young Vincke
people, to
spend time
before the Blessed
Sacrament.

I think that every bishop
would say that he loves his
people, and I certainly do.
I'love being bishop of the
Diocese of Salina, and I
love the people of our
diocese. When you love
someone, you really want
what is best for them.
More than anything, I
want our people to experi-
ence the greatest lover,
the greatest of loves, Jesus
and His presence in the
Eucharist.

That’s really why we
started our Eucharistic
Conference several years
ago. We really want what’s
best for our people. We
want to provide opportu-
nities for people to en-
counter the love of Christ
in a special way.

This year I'm particular-
ly excited about the
conference because my
friend from Michigan, Fr.
Matthias Thelen, will be
our keynote speaker on
Friday evening, July 31. Fr.
Matthias has experienced
a great deal of suffering in
his life, and he speaks
from the heart about how
Jesus meets us in our

BISHOP, SALINA DIOCESE,

struggles and reveals His
love to us.

I'm excited
for you to
hear the
many won-
derful speak-

ers

throughout

the confer-
ence, but the most import-
ant thing is the opportuni-
ty to encounter Jesus and
His love.

So often our lives are
filled with distractions.
We’re running around
very busy. We have so
many things that we turn
to and we get distracted.
Whether it’s social media,
our phones, or countless
other activities, these
things can easily consume
our attention. While they
may have their place, they
ultimately fail to satisfy us.

Jesus is saying, “Come to
me, come to me. I want to
give you my peace, my joy.”

When it comes down to
it, we are all longing for
more in the midst of all the
running around. We are
searching for more, but
then we realize that Jesus
is searching for us.

I'want to invite everyone
to attend this year’s
Eucharistic Conference
on July 31 and August 1in
Hays on the campus of
Fort Hays State. It’s a
wonderful opportunity to
meet others, grow in faith,
and most importantly,
encounter the saving love
of Jesus Christ.

Reflecting God’s
hand in our lives

[ often think of God’s
handiwork in the early
summer, as the earth is all
in bloom and the crops
start growing to the
heavens. It’s some-
thing about sweet
sunsets
and the
rustle of
wind in
wheat.
Summer is
for spending time with
gap-toothed toddlers at
T-ball games and with
sweet friends at backyard
barbecues.

We live in a beautiful
world, with beautiful
things and beautiful
people. Life is beautiful,
and it has a way of reflect-
ing the Creator’s hand.

Pope Leo XIV recently
published his encyclical,

LORI :

arc:a )

Magnifica Humanitas, and
it has prompted me to
think even
more about
that idea of
seeing the
hand of the
Creator. We, as
miniatures of
that Creator,
have a duty to
reflect Him in
our work as well.

The pope’s recent writ-
ing focuses on the use of
Al He doesn’t say that all
technology is bad, just that
we need to prioritize in
our use: “The dignity of
the human person, the
universal destination of
goods, the preferential
option for the poor, care
for our common home and
peace.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Fr. Benjamin King
By LoRri GARCIA
THE REGISTER

Father Benjamin King
has a heart like Christ. It’s
fitting, then, that his
ordination took place on
the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart. Fitting, also,
that his service as a priest
will be in the Cor Jesu
Apostolate, whose name
means “Heart of Jesus” in
Latin. The apostolate’s
ministry focuses on
retreats, spiritual
direction and serving from
the heart.

Now assigned to serve
onretreats and in a special
way provide guidance for
the students at St. Isidore’s
Catholic Student Center in
Manhattan, Fr. Benjamin
wants his ministry to help
young people encounter
Christ and take holiness
seriously.

“I'hope my ministry
helps every person to say,
‘Ireally want to be a
saint,” Fr. Benjamin said.

Raised in a Catholic
family, Fr. Benjamin
described his upbringing
as faithful but ordinary. He

attended Mass every
Sunday, received the
sacraments, and attended
Catholic school through
middle school. During

MATEA GREGG, COMMUNICATIONS
Diocesan priests applaud newly-ordained Fathers Luke Friess and Benjamin King. The
new priests then traveled to St. Mary's Church in Salina for first blessings and a reception.

changed his life.

“I was really convinced
that God was calling me to
something,” he said.

Soon afterward, he

high school, he first resigned from his
sensed a call to job and re-
priesthood, turned home
though he m to Virginia,
admits he e spending
spent years ' time
trying to ' working
ignore it. \% ‘ on his

After high family’s
school, he A «%  hobbyfarm
went to univer- g Benjam‘m we and training
sity at Virginia horses while

Tech, which led him to a
post-graduation job in the
financial services industry.
Despite his worldly suc-
cess, he said he felt spiritu-
ally unfulfilled.

“I knew, something’s got
to change,” he said.

So, one day, for the first
time in a long time, he
went to daily Mass. Coinci-
dentally, the priest’s
homily that day was about
vocations and Ignatian
spirituality. Inspired by
the homily, Fr. Benjamin
decided to go on an Ignati-
an weekend retreat. A
decision, he says, that

JULY INTENTIONS

continuing to discern his
vocation. He eventually
entered formation, begin-
ning more than a decade
of preparation for priest-
hood.

His formation took him
to Argentina for five years
of philosophy studies and
apostolic work before
later continuing theologi-
cal studies in Rome, where
he was ordained a deacon
in 2023.

Over the past three
years as a deacon, he has
served on Ignatian re-
treats across the United
States, offering spiritual

Fr. Benjamin King bestows
a first blessing as priest
upon his parents at St.
Mary's in Salina.

direction and accompany-
ing young people in their
faith journeys.

He said one of the great-
est gifts of priesthood that
he is looking forward to is
being able to accompany
people through difficult
moments and help them
encounter Christ’s mercy
directly, especially
through confession.

“There might be a
person who just needs the
right word at the right
time,” Fr. Benjamin said.
“As a priest, to be an
instrument of Christ’s
grace in that sacramental
way, especially for young
people struggling with
shame, sadness, or addic-
tion, that’s something I
really look forward to.”

Fr. Benjamin said au-
thentic service as a priest

Bishop Jerry Vincke blesses
Fr. Luke Friess before the
altar during his ordination to
the priesthood.

&3

MATEA GREGG, COMMUNICATIONS
The candidates lay prostrate before the altar in Sacred
Heart Cathedral. This symbolizes a total surrender to God
and humility before assuming the office of priesthood.

begins with listening and
understanding what
matters most to the person
in front of him.

“When Christ encoun-
ters people in the Gospel,
He catches them where
they’re at,” he said. “I want
to connect with young
people by finding out
what’s important to them.
Sometimes even what they
themselves don’t realize is
important.”

Fr. Benjamin says he is
eager to continue in this
new chapter in his voca-
tion, and he invites all who
are considering a religious
vocation to discern with
openness to God’s will.

He said, “There’s abso-
lutely nothing better and
nothing more fulfilling
than the life God calls
you to.”

BISHOP'S JULY CALENDAR

Pope Leo’s intentions: 8-10 Encounter Conference.
Let us pray for the respect and protection of human 18 Catholic Charities Green Tie Event, Salina Catholic Charities.
life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. 19 150th Volga Celebration Mass, St. Catherine Church, Catharine, 9 a.m.
i intenti . 29 Seminarian Dinner, Hilton Garden Inn, Salina.
For the hopel::cs):er:satrl'elg aenrc‘zl :::TLSL.eSS—May God el e Rinmer, Cfgy Limis, Colo,
grant them peace of heart, mind, and spirit. 31 Eucharistic Conference, Fort Hays State University Campus, Hays.
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Fr. Coady receives Blessed McGivney Award,
celebrates golden jubilee

By Lori GARCIA
THE REGISTER

Father Frank Coady celebrated
50 years as a priest earlier this
month with his parish and friends
at St. Thomas More in Manhattan.
The celebration marked his
golden jubilee and recognized his
service to the Diocese of Salina.

Just a month earlier, Fr. Coady
was honored at the Kansas
Knights of Columbus Convention
for that same heart of service to
the church and his community.

For Fr. Coady, his lifetime of
service traces back to an early call
to the priesthood.

“I'was the first priest in my
family, but I was around plenty of
religious people,” he said.

Growing up in Russell, he
served at Mass often and spent his
childhood surrounded by priests
and religious sisters. Among them
were Capuchin priests from
nearby Victoria, who regularly
assisted at his parish and first
planted the idea of priesthood in
his heart.

One of those priests approached
him after Mass one day and asked
a simple question: had he ever
considered becoming a priest?

That thought stuck with him,
and soon he was going on retreats
and discerning a call to be a
Capuchin priest. During high
school, however, the bishop at the
time asked him to consider
becoming a diocesan priest
instead, and he said yes.

He went on to complete semi-
nary formation in Denver, spend-
ing four years in college and four
years in graduate studies before
being ordained on June 12, 1976,
at St. Mary Church in Russell.

Though he served in many
towns and parishes throughout
the years, his experiences at his
first assignment in Junction City
have always stayed with him. His
diaconate year had also been in
the same place.

“Normally they didn’t send you

COURTESY PHOTO

Presenting the award to Fr. Frank Coady is State Deputy Gary Wandra and
Mrs. Wandra along with Bishop Jerry Vincke, Bishop of the Salina Diocese
of Kansas. State Secretary Kevin Roberts read the award.

back to the same parish after you
were ordained,” Fr. Coady said,
“but when I was ordained, the
bishop told me that it just worked
out that way. .. I didn’t mind,
because I loved it in Junction City,
and so then I had seven more
years there as a priest, and it was a
wonderful first assignment.”

In addition to his work as a
priest, he also used his role as a
public figure in the community to
enact change.

During his first assignment, he
worked with other people toward
integrating the fire department in
Junction City, at a time when the
city was made up of forty percent
minorities, and no minorities had
ever been hired in the fire depart-
ment.

“It was a two-year struggle,” Fr.
Coady said, “but we finally won.”

Looking back on the experi-
ence, he said, “It kind of tough-
ened my skin about justice, that
it's often hard fought. I learned
the hard way that power never
gives up without a fight, and that
kind of formed me for the rest of
my priesthood, being willing to

fight for people’s rights.”

Those commitments to justice,
lay ministry and community
service have stayed with him, and
they were among the reasons Fr.
Coady was selected as the recipi-
ent of the Kansas Knights of
Columbus Blessed Michael J.
McGivney Award at the state
convention May 1-2.

The award is intended to recog-
nize priests who embody the
values of the Knight of Columbus
founder.

Kevin Roberts, State Secretary
of the Kansas State Council of the
Knights of Columbus, said the
award for Fr. Coady was well-
deserved.

Roberts submitted the nominat-
ing application on behalf of
Council 8488 in Manhattan, along
with assistance from the council’s
Grand Knight Sean Sorell and
Deputy Grand Knight Wade
Greif, and help from parish staff.

Roberts, who has known Fr.
Coady since the priest was as-
signed to St. Thomas More in
2015, said the men nominated Fr.
Coady because of his service to

the church and to his community.

A self-proclaimed “champion”
for lay ministry and social justice,
Fr. Coady is involved with his
parish and the local Knights of
Columbus, but his impact goes
beyond the church yard and has
ever since his early days as a
priest.

“What makes Fr. Coady’s
ministry unique is how he extends
his priesthood far beyond the
church walls to impact the fabric
of the community,” Roberts said.
“This approach is highlighted by
his work as inaugural president of
the Central Kansas Interfaith
Justice Organization, where he
united clergy from many different
congregations across an
eight-county region to advocate
for the poor and marginalized.”

He continued, “Whether utiliz-
ing his theological background to
train frontline lay ministers
across the diocese, enriching civic
life through his involvement with
the Salina Arts Museum, or
rolling up his sleeves for alocal
council food drive, Fr. Coady’s
service has helped elevate the
human dignity of everyone in the
community.”

Roberts said Fr. Coady’s com-
mitment to service is what made
him a natural choice for the
award. Fr. Coady, however, says
the recognition is secondary to
the calling he first embraced as a
teenager.

Reflecting on his years of
priesthood, Fr. Coady said serving
people has been the greatest gift.

“I'have tried to be open and
generous in serving people, and I
have gotten back more than I have
given,” Fr. Coady said. “When
Jesus says in the Gospels, the
more you give, the more you
receive, that is so true. And I have
been given so much, and in
response to that I give more, and
then I get more, and I give more,
and I get more. It’s just been a
rich, rewarding life.”

REFLECTING GOD’'S HAND, conrminued FroM pace 2

The decision to reflect God in
our work, to invite Him into our
lives, isn’t always easy. But that’s
how love works. Loving people or
God isn’t about how they make
you feel. It’s about choosing the
good and doing what’s right.

Do our actions with technology
choose the good and reflect Christ
in our work?

In Pope Leo’s encyclical, he
cautions each of us to not use
technology to cut corners when it
is at the expense of human con-
nection and development. He also
encourages restraint in using Al
to make difficult decisions or ones
that could hurt people.

He writes, “So-called artificial
intelligences do not undergo
experiences, do not possess a
body, do not feel joy or pain, do
not mature through relationships
and do not know from within
what love, work, friendship or
responsibility mean.”

Human life--all human life--and
our human experiences, matter.
Al can’t replace that.

The pope encourages all of us to
show restraint therefore in
overusing Al, “from that subtle
temptation which renders human
thought seemingly superfluous
precisely when it is most needed.”

Let me repeat that: You matter.

The thoughts you think and the
words you share are as unique as a
fingerprint. They can be mim-
icked, but a substitution is never
exactly the same as an original.

Pope Leo points out that com-
munication, “is not only the
transmission of information, but
itis also the creation of a culture.”

What kind of a culture are we
trying to create through our use
of technology? What do our
words, or lack thereof, say about
our culture?

Our world needs to prioritize
human life, and our decisions
need to be guided by ethical and
humanizing reflection.

That reflection, and the subse-
quent action in our daily lives, is
all the pope is asking of us. In Pope
Leo’s vision, we each can do our
part to build a world that reflects
who made it. A world that “is not a
utopia, but a real possibility.”

In all our life-giving summer
activities and decisions, I think it
can be helpful to take a breath and
remember God is still with us.
And, as the pope writes, may we
witness then to “the grandeur of
humanity, in which God has made
his dwelling.”

The full text of Pope Leo XIV’s
Magnifica Humanitas can be found
online at vatican.va.
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Ir. Brian sets

i

By DIANE GASPER-O’BRIEN
THE REGISTER

Father Brian McCalffrey will see
a childhood dream come true this
summer.

A priest of the Salina Diocese
since 2021, Fr. Brian will head to
Rhode Island later this summer
for training to become a chaplain
for the U.S. Navy.

Fr. Brian, who grew up in
Manhattan, said he had a couple
of uncles and a great uncle who
served in the Navy.

“They would tell me stories”
about their experience, he said,
“and it fired up my imagination.”

That was when Fr. Brian was in
middle school, and not long
thereafter, he felt the calling to
the seminary.

“I'had no idea you could be a
priest in the military and a dio-
cese, t0o,” he said, “but once I was
in seminary, I learned you could
do both”

After graduating from the
University of Kansas, Fr. Brian
continued on his journey and was
ordained a priest in 2021.

Knowing the need for priests in
the diocese, he never thought
much about researching the life of
amilitary chaplain.

“But the desire never left,” Fr.
Brian said. “Then one day about
three years ago, on my heart I felt
the conviction that I need to look
into this.”

He discussed the option with
Bishop Jerry Vincke, and “that led

7\)

to a two-year discernment pro-
cess with me and the bishop.
Eventually, we felt this was
legitimate to pursue.”

After his ordination, Fr. Brian
served as chaplain for two differ-
ent high schools while serving in
alocal parish in each city - first at
St. Mary’s Parish and Sacred
Heart Jr./Sr. High School in Salina
and then at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish and Thomas More
Prep-Marian Jr./Sr. High School in
Hays. He also served as assistant
vocations director for the diocese.

Now, he looks forward to his
new mission.

“It'll be men and women of the
Navy in a much different scene,”
he said. “But high school teenag-
ers are young adults, and the Navy
is made up of young adults.”

“And,” he added, “the duties of a
chaplain don’t change too much.

sail onto new vocati

|

COURTESY PHOTO
Fr. Brian McCaffrey was a familiar sight for students during his time
as a school chaplain, even when it meant sitting on the floor.

We provide spiritual support,
talk to people, counsel people,
provide sacraments, just be
present to the people.”

T

on journey

in August for three months of
training, five weeks of officers’
school and seven weeks of chap-
lain training.

He will remain a priest for the
Diocese of Salina and could return
to a parish any time after his
three-year military term. Follow-
ing his training, Fr. Brian could be
stationed on any naval base in the

—
| gy gy
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Fr. McCaffrey, ordained in 202], is excited

He was present ina big way apout a new journey of becoming a

for students, said TMP-M
Principal Chad Meitner.

“He is a gifted homilist and is
very good at building relation-
ships with kids,” Meitner said.
“Those two things help him build
trust - living by word and by
action. His homilies were such
good messages to our kids, and to
all of us.”

It was a common sight to see Fr.
Brian at a variety of TMP-M
events the past two years.

“He sacrificed a lot of his own
time to be part of their extracur-
ricular activities,” Meitner said.

Fr. Brian will leave Hays later
this month and visit family in July
before reporting to Newport, R.I.,

chaplain for the U.S. Navy.

world, on a ship or with the ULS.
Marines.

“I'really enjoyed my time here
and in Salina,” he said, “but I'm
excited for what’s next.”

Meitner said he and the stu-
dents and staff at TMP-M will
definitely miss Fr. Brian and will
keep him in their prayers as he
begins his new journey.

Meitner also is looking forward
to working with the school’s next
chaplain, Fr. Luke Friess, who was
ordained June 12.

“Fr. Brian was an amazing
chaplain for two years,” Meitner
said, “and we feel very fortunate
to get Fr. Luke.”

Why I keep coming back to the Seminarian Dinners

BisHoP GERALD VINCKE INVITES YOU
TO ATTEND THE

(Annual Qgemz'noz;z@m)
%ﬂ&fﬁw @z’nne&g

WEDNESDAY JuLy 29 5:15pM | SALINA, KS
HirroN GARDEN INN, 3320 S 9TH ST

THURSDAY Jury 30 5:15pM | CoLBY, KS
Crty Limrts, 2227 S RANGE AVE

5:15pM SocIAL | 6:15pM VESPERS | 6:30PM DINNER
7:15pM EVENING WITH THE SEMINARIANS

RSVP BY JULY 13

ONLINE AT BIT.LY/SEMSOFSALINA

The first seminarian dinner I
attended was in 2021. I went as a

up in a Sunday homily or parish
bulletin. Last year, attendees

guest of my sister and didn’t really  discovered that now-Fr. Luke

know what I was getting
into.
I knew a few of the

seminarians,
but not on a TORRI -
Gregg . |,

very personal
level, sol CATHOLIC FOUNDAONEO]

figured, “What

the heck? Why not?” I walked in
expecting a good meal and maybe
the chance to learn a thing or two
about the seminarians.

I had a great time! Between the
conversations, laughter, and
stories shared throughout the
evening, I left with a greater
appreciation for the men prepar-

ing to serve our diocese as priests.

I knew I wanted to come back.

Looking back, it’s funny how
God works. I left that first dinner
hoping to return, and now I have
the privilege of being part of it
every year.

Since joining the Catholic
Foundation, I've had the opportu-
nity to experience these evenings
from a different perspective. One
of my favorite parts is watching
people get to know the seminari-
ans beyond their names and
photos. I've learned things about
them that never would have come

Friess was fascinated by
grain elevators, and that
Dcn. Kyle Pfeifer once
worked at Burger King.
Jesus told His disciples,
“The harvest is abundant
but the laborers are few.”
God continues to call men
to serve His Church, and our role
is to help them get there. Today, it
costs more than $60,000 each
year to educate a seminarian.
Through your support of the Sem-
inarian Fundraising Dinners, you
help provide the formation they
need to answer that call.
Whether you've attended
before or are considering coming
for the first time, I think you'll
leave with a greater appreciation
for our seminarians and the
journey they are taking toward
the priesthood. I know I did.
I'hope you'll join us on July 29 in
Salina or July 30 in Colby. Tickets
are $60 and must be purchased
by July 13. To purchase tickets or
make a gift in support of seminar-
ian education, visit bit.ly/semsof-
salina. Questions? Contact the
Catholic Foundation for Diocese
of Salina at 785-827-8746 or
development@salinadiocese.org.
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HAys MEmoriaL CHAPEL
FuneraL HoME

1906 PINE STREET ~ Hays, KaANsAs 67601
PHONE ~ 785-628-10009
haysmemorial.com

A Family Serving Families

g For All Occasions:
Baptism - Confirmation = First Communion ~ RCIA -~ Wedding

he 1. DONNELLY co., nc.

6601 TROOST AVE. - KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64131

Phone: (816) 363-2828
Nationwide Toll Free Order Desk: (800) 821-5372
Visit our online catalog at: www.idonnelly.com

Your Northwest Kansas
Dealers
COLBY OAKLEY

AG CENTER, LLC

785-671-3264
www.oakleyag.com

IMPLEMENT CO, INC.

785-675-3201

AG CENTER, LC

785-462-6132
www.colbyag.com

Great
Selection

of Parts
on Hand

Other Manufacturers Offerd:

Bobcat Great Plains Land Pride  Shelbourne
Drago Haybuster MacDon Westfield
Demco Kinze Orthman Woods
Elmer’s Mfg. Kubota Reinke Yamaha

GLASSMAN

CORPORATION

DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACTORS
BUILDING MECHANICAL SERVICES

HAYS - COLBY
KANSAS

FULL SERVICE
MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Experience true comfort in your space with our superior
services! Glassman Corporation specializes in expert HVAC
installations in churches where systems have never been
installed before and offers dependable emergency boiler
services and installations. Trust Glassman Corporation for
solutions that go above and beyond!

O

EOOK NOw!

Contact Us
+(833) 215-1981

Visit Our Website
www.glassmancorp.com

St. Edward’s sings praise
at 100-year celebration

By DIANE GASPER-O’BRIEN
THE REGISTER

Newcomers attending
Mass at St. Edward Parish
in Belleville often notice
one thing in particular
about the service. Folks at
St. Edward’s love their
singing.

St. Edward’s was filled
with songs of worship on
May 31 as friends and
family joined parishioners
in celebrating the church’s
100th anniversary and its
Knights of Columbus
centennial as well.

“My first impression of
St. Edward’s was your
singing,” Monsignor Barry
Brinkman told a crowd
gathered at a dinner
following Mass.

Msgr. Barry spoke at a
dinner following Mass,
along with several other
priests who were involved
with the parish at one time
or another. That group
included Fr. Steve Heina,
who grew up at St. Ed-
ward’s and was ordained a
priest there in 1982.

“I was blown away by
your singing. Everyone
sings,” Msgr. Barry said.
“And singing is an expres-
sion of prayer.”

One priest who wasn’t
able to attend - in person
anyway —was Fr. Henry
Baxa, who died last year.

Bishop Jerry Vincke said
that Fr. Henry, a native son
of Belleville and St. Ed-
ward’s Parish, had been
looking forward to this
celebration for five years.
He had retired to Belleville
in 2024.

Several of Fr. Henry’s
relatives were in atten-
dance, however, including
Scholastica Baxa, a senior-
to-be at Republic County
High School in Belleville.

Along I-70

KGOH 89.1, Colby
Colorado border to Quinter

KMDG 105.7, Hays
Quinter to Ellsworth

KIDM 101.7 Lindsborg/Salina
Ellsworth to Junction City

Other Stations
KRTT 88.1 Great Bend

KVDM 88.1 Hays
(EWTN Radio Extra)

K297A1 107.3 Hill City

R 4 <

A
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Several priests, including some former pastors of St.
Edward'’s, joined Bishop Jerry Vincke around the altar at

the anniversary Mass.

Scholastica and fellow
members of the parish
CYO youth group served
the sit-down meal.

The CYO members
looked like professionally
trained servers as they
weaved in and out among
the crowd, promptly

baptized here, all made
our First Holy Commu-
nion here, some were
married here. This is
definitely home.”

Planning for the celebra-
tion took about a year, said
Deb Krotz, who served as
chair of the centennial

filling drink glasses. committee.

But it was just another The committee put
day in the life of a busy together a historical
teenager at St. Edward’s, booklet of the parish in
said Scholastica, the commemoration of the
second oldest 100th anniversary
childina ‘ of the building.
family of = Thebook-
nine. let includes

“Ilike photos and
how our history
parish about the
always first
comes S Catholic
togetherat R & Churchin
gatherings,” 6/‘@ » i Q%" Belleville,
she said. “Ev- Sister perna®® built in 1901,
eryone helps and that of a new
everyone; we alljust work  and larger church that was
together” built and dedicated in

Scholastica also “loves
how everyone sings. My
mom is a music teacher, so
we all love singing.”

One elderly former
parishioner was all smiles
during the dinner.

Sister Bernadine Pachta,
who will turn 89 in July,
came from the Sisters of
St. Joseph Motherhouse in
Concordia and thoroughly
enjoyed her time sitting at
a table with extended
family. Her oldest brother,
97-year-old Joseph,
attended Mass with his
siblings, which included
youngest brothers John
from Nebraska and Vince
from Belleville.

“There were nine of us,”
said Sister Bernadine, who
is celebrating her 72nd
anniversary of sisterhood
this year. “We were all

1926.

A caption under a photo
of the Blessed Sacrament
in its monstrance reads
“One hundred years is a
milestone, but in the eyes
of the Church, it is only the
beginning.”

“We recognized that the
true history of St. Edward
Catholic Church is not
written in stone, but in the
‘living stones’ of our faith
community,” began the
postscript on the Blessed
Sacrament page.

In keeping with the
theme of the day, Fr. Don
Zimmerman, who served
at St. Edward’s from
1982-90, sang “Love is a
Many Splendored Thing.”

The living history of St.
Edward’s is also written in
the parish’s prayerful
singing.
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AT’S HAPPENIN

July 4 July 26
* Independence Day * World Day of Grandpar-
ents and the Elderly
July 18
+ Catholic Charities July 29
Creen Tie Event, Salina - Seminarian Dinner,
Catholic Charities, 5 p.m. Hilton Garden Inn, Sali-
na, 5:15 p.m.
July 19
- 150th Volga Celebration July 30 ?
Mass, Catharine, 9 a.m. + Seminarian Dinner, City CAC /e “CE-" °F SABRINA

e E UICHARISTIC CONFERENCE

- Czech Festival Mass, July 31

Wilson, 4 p.m. - Eucharistic Conference, JULY 31 - AUBUST L]]D 2026

+ Plainville School Auc- FHSU Campus, Hays. FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | PRESENTED BY THE COMEAU CATHOLIC CAMPUS CENTER
tion, 4:30 p.m. / !

(If you have questions about a listed event, please contact the event’s parish, office or school directly.)

Salina Diocese Council of Catholic Women

JOB OPPORTUNITY SALINA
CHANCERY OFFICE

HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER

Due to a retirement, the Catholic Diocese D
of Salina is seeking a mission-driven

Human Resources Director. This role

supports pastors, principals, diocesan

leaders, employees, and parish staff

through leadership in human resources,

employee relations, benefits, recruiting,

compliance, and support. The position also {4 '
focuses on attracting candidates and NOW!
inviting them to join the Chancery team.

Biennial Convention Featuring

Jesse Romero

Spiritual Warfare: Shielding Our Families

Saturday, August 29, 2026
St. Mary Queen of the Universe Parish Center
130 E. Cloud St., Salina, KS 67401

9:00-9:30 am Registration/Check in

QUALIFICATIONS i .
9:30 am Convention Opens/Welcome Em“"t':;“f:'lcl’i'ang for
. ¢ Desire to support the mission of the " .
9:45-10:45 am Presentation by Jesse Romero . description:
Catholic Church. kim.hoelting
11:00 am Mass and Memorial Service * Degree in Human Resources, @salinadiocese.org
Business Administration, or related
Noon: Lunch . WHAT WE OFFER
field preferred.
1:00-1:30 pm SDCCW Biennial Meeting and Election of Officers * HR experience and SHRM or * Collaborative and
ARy faith-centered
1:30-3:00 pm Presentation by Jesse Romero P seilisaiion peliEnes. workolace
¢ Knowledge of employment law P e )
3:00 pm Break/Door Prizes/Silent Auction/Raffle and HR best practices. * Competitive benefits

and compensation.

Opportunity to make an
impact across parishes,
schools, and ministries.

Ability to handle confidential
information with integrity and
professionalism.

4:00 pm Closing Prayer

Jesse Romero is a retired deputy sheriff, husband, father of three grown children, and
Catholic Evangelist acclaimed for his dynamic, upbeat Christ-centered presentations. He
has been on Catholic radio for over 20 years and is currently hosting his own show on

) 3 5 T H A N N U A L B ENEF I T
YouTube and other platforms, called “The Jesse Romero Show.” He is the author of

several books that will be available at the convention. SAC RED HEART GRADE SCHOOL

He will make two presentations at the convention on topics of spiritual warfare to counter
the influence of destructive aspects of modern culture on our families and “How to Get to

Heaven, living in a state of Grace,” as a guide to help families stay close to God and his

amazing, wonderful grace. Sacred Heart Grade School
SATURDAY | 300 N Washington, Plainville

Registration is $30 and includes lunch, a silent auction, raffle, door prizes, and vendors. J u lv
$5 o PER PERSON m

Registration forms will be available soon from your Parish Office or by contacting Tammy
Steeples (tsteeples@hotmail.com), PO Box 99, Palco, KS 67657.

, A _ _ o Includes Dinner & Drinks
Online Registration via credit card available beginning July 1% at
salinadiocese.org/event/salina-diocese-council-of-catholic-women-convention/ Mass @ 4 pm
2 o 2 6 Doors & Silent Auction Open @ 5 pm
Dinner Served @ 5:30 pm

FALL FORMATION CLASSES OFFERED Live uction @ 630 pm. (el

By COLEEN STEIN to ministry rooted in Baptism and the Tickets also available at: )
CSTEIN@DCDIOCESE.ORG role of the laity in the Church. Ruder Oil & Sacred Heart Church Office

Looking to deepen your faith? Two Courses are available for college credit
online pastoral ministry formation or personal enrichment and are t.aught
courses are being offered this fall. via Zoom by experienced Catholic
“Women in Scripture” (taught by Fr. educators. Classes begin in September.
Robert Schremmer) explores the lives For more information or to register
and significance of biblical women, while ~contact Coleen Stein, Director of Adult
“Theology and Methods of Ministry” Formation, Catholic Diocese of DOdge

(taught by Trish Keller) examines the call ~ City, cstein@dcdiocese.org.
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Golden performances in prep swan songs

By DIANE GASPER-O’BRIEN
THE REGISTER

Edward Horinek is
looking forward to the
next step of his journey
—academically, athletically
and spiritually.

“That’s the first thing I
want to do at Fort Hays,
get involved with (Catholic
Tigers),” Edward said. He
has earned a track and
field scholarship to Fort
Hays State University,
where he will begin work
this fall on a degree in
agriculture business.

But he will surely never
forget his last year of high
school at Beloit-St. John’s,
where he said he received
a sound foundation for his
Catholic faith.

After leading the Blujays
of St. John's-Tipton to a
state championship in
basketball this past winter,
Edward struck gold again
at the Class 1A state track
meet last month.

He won the triple jump,
then later placed third in
the long jump. Edward’s
winning distance of 45
feet, 7.75 inches in triple
jump not only helped him
defend his state title of a
year ago but also would
have won gold in Classes
3A and 2A.

In the final event of his
prep career —late Saturday
night because of a weather
delay - Edward anchored
the Blujays’ 4x400-meter
relay to a third-place
finish. Other members of
that relay team were
classmate John Mick,
junior Dominic Eilert and
freshman David Mick.

It was a busy week for
the senior trio of Edward,
John Mick and Grant

Goodaker, all state track
qualifiers who earlier in
the week helped lead the
St. John's golf team to a
runner-up state finish.
(See state golf results, this
page.)

All-staters (top eight) for
the St. John's girls’ track
team were freshman Kolbe
Eilert, who finished sixth
in the 400-meter dash and
also helped the 4x400m
relay place eighth along
with classmate Anna
Tighe, junior
Christiana
Niewald and
senior
Lynette
Gengler.
Anna,
Christiana
and Lynette
also joined
junior Olivia
Tighe in medaling
in the 4x800m relay
(sixth).

« In Class 2A state track,
TMP-Marian was led by
two silver medalists.
Sophomore Piper Simpson
finished second in the
girls’ pole vault for a
second straight year, while
junior Jackson Gillespie
was second in the 100m
dash and sixth in the
200m dash. Senior
Brayden Gilmore closed
out his prep career with an
all-state finish (seventh) in
the discus.

« All-staters for Sali-
na-Sacred Heart were:

Boys - Sophomore Leo
Dorzweiler, fifth, 400m
dash.

Girls - Freshman Emmy
Lee, second in both the
800m and 1,600m runs;
4x100m relay, third
(seniors Holly Bonilla and

9%

Nicole
Richards,
junior Abi

Garcia and freshman
Aundrea Ibarra); 4x800m
relay, third (senior Skylar
Douglas, juniors Mia Ham-
ilton and Addie Lee, and
freshman Emmy Lee)

State golf

It never gets old for the
Sacred Heart boys’ golf
team, saying it won anoth-
er state title.

But this was one to
remember for the Knights,
who had to hold off a
surging Syracuse team on
the second day to win
their 11th straight state
championship.

The last time the
Knights didn’t win a state
golf'title, this year’s se-
niors were in kindergar-
ten. The only gap year
among the school’s con-
secutive row of state
championship golf tro-

phies that began in 2015 is
2020, when spring sports
were canceled because of
COVID 19.

Junior Ethan Newell led
the Knights at state with
his eighth-place individual

ST, JOHN

s Fr. Jarett Konrade blesses track and field athletes from Beloit-St.
John's on May 28 before they headed to the state meet in Wichita. At
left, St. John's Edward Horinek went on to earn a back-to-back state
triple-jump title.

finish. Other individual
results for Sacred Heart
from the 2026 state can be
found in the graphic on
this page.

Also in 2A competition,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

ETHAN NEWELL
JUNIOR

SCORE: 78 | 80
8" Place

JAKE KOKSAL
FRESHMAN

SCORE: 76 | 87
14 Place (1ig)

DOM MATTEUCCI

JUNIOR
SCORE: 79 | 90
19" Place (mig)

" S ST B ~
2026‘» 2’AASTATE CHAMPIONS

SACRED HEART KNIGHTS

11 Consecutive State Titles

Kansas State Record Across All Classes

- 4

WILL TUTTLE
SENIOR
SCORE: 77 | 83
1" Place

BEN MARRS
SENIOR
SCORE: 81| 83
16" Place

CODY BURR
SENIOR
SCORE: 98 | 90
43" Place (i)

e
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FCLSA Life

of the United States of America

a Fraternal Benefit of Society domiciled in Beachwood, OH

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities

PLATINUM ELITE ANNUITY

* 5% APY current credited interest rate effective July 1*
*+ 3.0% APY minimum guaranteed rate

* $250 minimum initial premium; $100 minimum subsequent

+ $500,000 maximum lifetime premium

10 year withdrawal penalty (9% 1st two years, decreased by 1% each subsequent year)**

* Our credited rate is reviewed quarterly and will not go below minimum guaranteed rate
** A 10% federal tax penalty may apply to certain distributions if taken before the owner is age 59 2.

Ins. Agency, Lic

“Your Crop Insurance Headqguarters”

Steven A. Watkins, MBA
Crop Insurance Specialist

901 Trail Ave.
P.O. Box 840
Hoxie, KS 67740

Toll Free: 1-800-232-3239

Office: 785-675-3239

Fax: 785-675-3230

Cell: 785-675-1017

Nights & Weekends: 785-675-9966

E-mail: watreins@ruraltel.net or watkinscroptax@yahoo.com

www.watkin SL‘?Opf?!S urance.com

STEVEN A. WATKINS, Agent, MBA - 1-800-232-3239
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Retiree

By Lori GARCIA
THE REGISTER

All Catholics are called
to donate lovingly of their
time, talent and treasure.
For Daylene Tracy and
Marita Campbell, that call
has led them to a lifetime
of loving service for their
communities. After more
than 50 combined years as
parish life coordinators,
their lives are testaments
to what God can do with a
simple “yes.”

Both women are retiring
this summer after decades
of ministry in their parish-
es. Though their paths
were unique, each an-
swered God’s call with
generosity and faith.

Marita Campbell never
expected that her yes to
God’s call would lead her
to parish ministry.

Raised in northwest
Kansas, Campbell spent
much of her life in Dres-
den, Leoville and Colby.
While working as a book-
keeper for a grocery store,
she became increasingly
involved in parish life
through liturgy, finance
council work and volun-
teer service. When chang-
es in both her professional
and personal life prompted
her to consider a new
direction, she felt God
nudging her toward
something more.

To test that call, she
enrolled in a full course
load at community college
while continuing to work
full time and remain active
in parish ministry.

“I'tell people if you
challenge the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Spirit will win,”
Campbell said.

And it did. In 1998, she
left her bookkeeping
career and moved across
the state to attend the
University of St. Mary in
Leavenworth, where she
earned a degree in pasto-
ral ministry. After gradua-
tion, she spent a year
interning under Sister
Carolyn Juenemann at St.
Michael Parish in Chap-
man. In 2001, she was
appointed parish life
coordinator.

Twenty-five years later,
Campbell looks back on a
ministry that required her
to wear many new hats.
When she entered the
role, parish life coordinat-
ing was still a relatively
new model in the diocese,
and she was appointed
under the bishop to serve
in what was then called
pastoral administration. In
a parish without a resident

Fatholic
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COURTESY PHOTO
Marita Campbell (in the purple), along with parish volunteers,

)
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helps distribute free food and hygiene items in partnership with

Catholic Charities. Campbell, who was appointed parish life

coordinator in Chapman in 2001, retires this year.

priest, she coordinated
nearly every aspect of
parish life, from council
meetings and religious
education to funeral vigils,
marriage preparation and
pastoral care.

She says her greatest
memories center on the
people she served and the
challenges they faced
together. One of the most
significant came after the
2008 Chapman tornado.
St. Michael’s opened its
doors to the local public
school, housing students
for two and a half years
while school buildings
were rebuilt.

“It was a wild time,”
Campbell recalled. “You
take what you have and try
to do the best you can with
whatever you have.”

Throughitall, she
learned to depend on God.

“You just pray to God,
pray to the Holy Spirit,”
she said. “The Holy Spirit
better give me the right
words to say.”

As she prepares to retire,
Campbellis spending a
year mentoring her suc-
cessor, hoping to leave St.
Michael’s in capable hands.
Looking back, she remains
grateful for the parish
community that embraced
her leadership for a quar-
ter century.

“I'm blessed with very
good people, and their sup-
port,” Campbell said.
“They have always sup-
ported me.”

Answering the Call

For Daylene Tracy, what
began as a journey into the
Catholic faith eventually
became a vocation.

Raised in Hoxie, Tracy
grew up active in Chris-
tian church life and spent
two years working in
ministry after high school.

She married her husband,
Jim, in 1982. They began
their family, welcoming
their children, Carissa and
Terry, in the years that
followed.

As those changes in her
life occurred, Tracy felt a
calling in her spiritual life
as well. And, five years into
her marriage, she went
through OCIA and entered
the Catholic Church.

After earning an associ-
ate degree in administra-
tion and accounting and
working as a bookkeeper
and bank employee, Tracy
and her family moved to
Solomon in1995. Soon
after joining Immaculate
Conception Parish, she
and her husband became
active in the choir, lector
ministry and parish life.

In 1997, she joined the
parish staff. Four years
later, Bishop Fitzsimons
appointed her parish life
coordinator.

Over nearly three
decades in this role, Tracy
became what she jokingly
describes as a “jack of all
trades.” She planned
funerals and weddings,
coordinated religious
education, prepared
liturgies, trained volun-
teers, played music when
needed and helped ensure
parish life ran smoothly.

“I've loved the creative
parts of'it,” Tracy said,
highlighting some of her
work around the parish
like creating the bulletin
and invitations, helping
decorate with altar flow-
ers, and singing in choir.

She says her favorite
part of ministry, however,
has always been the
people.

“I've really enjoyed
getting to know the peo-
ple,” Tracy said. “They are
family to me.”

s give lifetime of'love to diocese

COURTESY PHOTOS

Daylene Tracy, along with her husband Jim, cele-
brated Easter this year with their granddaughters
Olivia (in the gray sweater) and Ava (in front).

She also found joy in
helping others grow in
faith. As a convert herself,
she led RCIA and encour-
aged parishioners to see
evangelization not as
something intimidating,
but as something lived
through everyday actions.

“If we live our life like
Christ would want us to
live, then we’re evangeliz-
ing and sharing our faith
with others,” she said.

As her June 30 retire-
ment date approaches,
Tracy looks forward to
spending more time with
her husband and family.
She plans to camp, quilt
and travel more.

However, even as she
steps away from her role,
she hopes to continue
serving the community by
singing in the choir and
volunteering in new ways.

Fr. Peter O’'Donnell,
pastor at St. Michael’s in
Chapman, says he has

loved working with Parish
Life Coordinator Campbell
at his parish. On July 1, he
will also take over as
pastor in Solomon, where
Tracy will have just fin-
ished her assignment.

“With the way that it’s
been set up, there’s been
such a positive response
from the people in the
community,” Fr. O’Donnell
said. “With my experience
with Marita, she’s so
organized and self-moti-
vated. It’s allowed me as a
priest to focus more on
other responsibilities. It’s
been a very good combina-
tion, all in all.”

The women’s roles
reflect a way of parish life
that works when each
person does their best in
the service of God.

“We do all have our gifts,
Tracy said. “And you know,
we have to share the gifts,
and pass them on.”

FOOTE CATTLE
COMPANY

Partnering with farmers,
ranchers, and communities
across Kansas and Nebraska

www.footecattle.com

DUTDOOR

Open an account in minutes,
from anywhere
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Our Lady of Perpetumal Help, Concordia,
First Holy Communion, April 26

St. Bernard and St. Ignatius, Immaculate Conception, Solomon, St. Mary Queen of Angels, Russell,
First Holy Communion, May 3 First Holy Communion, May 3 Graduates, May 3

I\
2035203
0% 182
R 233052
5808

54292

- .":3‘ i “‘" |
St. Mary, Ellis, Confirmation, May 17

.

B ey |
St. Joseph, Bird City, Graduates Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Concordia, Confirmation, April 19
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St. Mary Queen of Angels, Russell,
First Holy Communion, April 12

A contingent from Seven Dolors in
Manhattan conducted a happy

et ..« T birthday porch serenade for Renee
Sts. Peter and Paul, Clay Center, Sts. Peter and Paul, Clay Center, Spurlock (wearing the crown)

First Holy Communion, Graduates celebrating her 100th birthday.
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St. Mary, Ellis, 6th Grade
Promotion, May 13

Editor’s Note: Names have been left

' — ‘ out of these pictures out of respect for
St. Thomas More, Manhattan, Graduates, May 17 student privacy.
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Catholic Charities: Rebuilding hope

By JEREE HUGHBANKS
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER, CATHOLIC
CHARITIES OF NORTHERN KANSAS

It’s been over a year since
the tornado devastated
Grinnell, changing lives in
an instant. Regina’s story of
rebuilding and hope will be

Seatured at the Green Tie
Celebration on July 18 at the
Salina Country Club. To hear
more stories of hope and
support the mission of
Catholic Charities, visit
www.ccnks.org/greentie for
tickets and event
information.

When Regina and her
boyfriend Jason (who goes
by Skippy) moved to
Grinnell, they found a
house that needed
extensive renovations.
They poured their time,
energy, and resources into
making it livable before
their son, Sullivan, was
born in early 2024.

In May 2025, after
everything it took to fix up
their home, things were
finally settling down—and
Regina found out she was
pregnant again.

“We were joking about
how, this time, we don’t
have to build. We already
have a house so it will be
great,” Regina said. “It will
be so much easier this
time.”

Then, on May 18, things
took a drastic turn.

Storms were expected
that evening, so they kept
an eye on the weather.
Then, the sirens sounded,
and Regina knew this
storm was different.

“There’s a tornado,” she
told Skippy. At first, he
didn’t believe her and kept
watching the storm. But

Regina didn’t hesitate. She
took Sullivan to the
basement.

After getting him
situated, everything
suddenly went quiet.
Regina called upstairs for
Skippy to come down. Just
as he stepped into the
basement, the tornado hit.

The sound was
overwhelming. Windows
shattered, and the house
shook as they huddled
together. Regina’s mind
raced—unsure if the floor
above them would
collapse, if debris would
crash through, or if they
would make it out safely.
What felt like an eternity
was over in 30 seconds.

When the wind
stopped, they checked on
one another and then
Skippy made his way
upstairs. What he saw was
hard to process— complete
destruction.

“AllT could hear was,
‘It’s gone. Everything is
gone. There’s no town.
There’s just nothing,” she
said. “That’s when it really
started to sink in.
Everything we had worked
for—it was all gone.”

The next morning, the
devastation was even
clearer in the daylight.
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After a tornado destroyed their recently renovated home in Grinnell,
Regina and Jason faced the daunting task of rebuilding. Catholic
i Charities’ Disaster Relief Program helped ease the financial burden by

" assisting with one of the couple’s largest rebuilding expenses.

Pieces of their

home were scattered
everywhere—windows
torn from their frames,
debris driven into walls—
even someone’s camper
lodged in their bedroom.
They gathered what they
could salvage and loaded it
into trailers. But most of
what they had was gone.
The house wasn’t livable. It
would have to be torn
down.

They were left with
difficult decisions: rebuild
or move. They needed a
place to live, a place to
bring their baby home to.
They decided to rebuild.

“All of the paychecks—
everything—went to the
house,” Regina said. “We
just needed a house so that
we had a place to live when
I had this baby.”

Shortly after they
started rebuilding, Regina
was connected to Catholic
Charities. A city employee

THE POPE AND PEOPLE OF HOP

those in need.

Catholic Charities USA President and
CEO Kerry Alys Robinson presents
Pope Leo XIV with a bound book
featuring stories from Catholic Chari-
ties USA’s People of Hope Museum
during a private audience at the
Vatican in early May. The book shares
the stories of 42 staff and volunteers
from Catholic Charities agencies
across the country whose ministries
reflect compassionate service to

-

.»
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nator for Catholic Charities of North-

the front cover of the book. Through
her work in the Salina office, Herrera

across northern Kansas with compas-
sion and dignity.

Created by Catholic Charities USA,
the People of Hope Museum cele-
brates the power of Christian service
and the impact of Catholic Charities

Among those featured is Melissa /
Herrera, emergency assistance coordi-

ern Kansas, whose portrait appears on

brings hope and support to neighbors

COURTESY PHOTO, © VATICAN MEDIA

ministries throughout the United
States. The nationwide interactive
traveling exhibit, housed in a retrofit-
ted tractor-trailer, highlights faith-
filled stories of neighbors helping
neighbors.

Catholic Charities of Northern
Kansas will share more information in
the coming months about the People
of Hope Mobile Museum and its
future visit to the Diocese of Salina.

reached out, putting her in
contact with Sofia
Talkington, community
engagement & outreach
coordinator.

Through Catholic
Charities’ disaster relief
program, one of their most
expensive bills was
covered: a $5,000 HVAC
system for their home,
taking a huge stress off
their family.

Sofia also connected
Regina to additional
support as they prepared
for their growing family.
Regina met Kim Feldt,
pregnancy support &
adoption specialist, who
provided diapers, wipes,
formula, and other
essentials. They also
received help with
utilities, allowing them to
stretch their limited
resources further.

“That helped us have
the money to buy food for
our family,” Regina said.

Catholic Charities presents the

o
e
CELEBRATION
Annual Fundraiser honoring the gift of hope

JULY 18, 2026
$150,000 PATRON GIFT MATCH

Learn more at www.ccnks.org/greentie

Catholic
Charities

Slowly, things began to
come together. They were
able to move into their
rebuilt home by
November. Just one month
later, their son Ripley was
born, and they had a home
to bring him back to.

Today, Regina sees
more than just a house.
She sees a place where her
children can grow, play,
and be safe. A place where
their family can begin
again.

“We have a home with
walls to shield us from the
wind and the weather and
to grow and to love each
other in,” she said.

You made that support
possible, helping Regina
and her family move
forward with stability and
hope.

“It’s so much more than
a donation of money,”’
Regina said. “It’s a life for
us now, and that means so
much.”
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Blessed to spend a day in God’s country

There is a scenic drive
from Hays to my home-

and agricultural workers.
The obvious sights of the

town of Tipton that we call work of God and His

the “Wilson Lake route.” farmers nearly took my
We drive east from Hays  breath away as they

about 50 brought back memo-

miles down ries of my enchant-

Inter- ed childhood.

state 70 Igrewupin

to Exit DIAN E \ thisg area, (E)n a

206 and g\gfgllelll:l-lglul REGISTER " farm near

head . t Tipton, and I'was

north, pleased to hear

winding around beautiful

Wilson Lake, known as the
clearest lake in Kansas.

On a gorgeous morning
in mid-May, we took that
route, thinking it would be
a pretty view this time of
year.

That was an understate-
ment.

The sun shone brightly
on fields with waves of
grain barely teasing hints
of amber.

We drove up and down
two-lane highways toward
Tipton, admiring the
rolling hills of God’s
country.

We passed homesteads
with tall silos and two-sto-
ry houses, in a place where
families still work togeth-
er side-by-side.

My husband and I were
heading to the Rural Life
Commemoration for the
Salina Diocese, to be held
this year in Tipton.

The annual event is on
May 15, the Feast of St.
Isidore the Laborer,
patron saint of farmers

that this year’s Rural
Life Mass was i
going to be said
in my home- ;
town church of |
St. Boniface.

Imagine my
excitement
whenIlearned
that two of the
three multi-generation
farms that were chosen to
be blessed this year in my
neck of the woods are
owned by my relatives.

No, not everyone is
related in our small town
of about 200 - just almost
everyone!

After Mass, we headed
north of town, where
several vehicles pulled off
the highway onto the
Hollerich family farm.

Standing on a dusty
gravel driveway, Bishop
Jerry Vincke read prayers
as Deacon Edward Souza
from Manhattan blessed
the crops.

One of the most heart-
warming sights was
watching the bishop walk

Let your faith gwd
your financial decisions.

a quarter mile down the
hill to the farmhouse for a
visit with the matriarch of
the family. Wilma Holler-
ich, 85, suffers from
dementia, but she had a
big smile for Bishop Jerry
as he visited with and
blessed her.

Wilma’s late husband,
Charlie, was my first
cousin. They were married
in 1959 and bought this
farm in 1962. They raised
nine children there, and
their two oldest sons still
farm the ground while
taking care of their moth-
er in her home.

Next up was the farm of
Kenny Gasper, another
cousin who farmed my
father’s ground for years,

including our home place
where I grew up. Kenny is
the oldest sibling of nine
children raised on his
farm, and his oldest son
helps work their operation
today.

Dcn. Souza blessed
crops and farm machinery
there before we headed to
the Schmitt Family Farms
& Feedyard and were
greeted by a
large herd of
cattle at the
custom
feedlot.

“It’s been
ablessing
having built
and developed
this and to have
two of my sons

DIANE GASPER-O'BRIEN, THE REGISTER

(Above) With a field of wheat as his backdrop, Bishop Jerry Vincke reads
prayers of blessing on the Hollerich family farm north of Tipton on the
Feast Day of St. Isidore. (At left) Bishop Vincke visits with and blesses
widow Wilma Hollerich in her farmhouse during the Rural Life event.

working alongside me,”
said owner Doug Schmitt,
oldest son of the original
owner. “With the custom-
ers we have gotten to
know personally over the
years and to be able to help
my boys move forward
financially, it’s a real
blessing.”

So, too, was getting to

spend some time again,
evenif only fora
—— fewhours, in
: God’s country.

Deacon
. Edward Souza,
Manhattan,
sprinkles Holy
Water on cattle
at the Schmitt
Family Farms &
Feedyard south of Tipton.

Darin Reed, FICF
General Agent
785-726-4899
darin.reed@kofc.org

Adam Bruna, FICF, IAR
Assistant General Agent
| 785-553-9070
adam.bruna@kofc.org

Rodney George, FICF
Field Agent
785-452-2431
rodney.george@kofc.org

Brady Kreutzer

Field Agent
785-639-2255

brady .kreutzer@kofc.org

Contact your agent to learn more:

Cody Honas, FIC
Assistant General Agent
785-650-9387
cody.honas@kofc.org

Brady Jacques, FIC
Field Agent 785-639-
2339
brady.jacques@kofc.org.

Patrick Burnett, FICF
Field Agent
785-650-9005
patrick.burnett@kofc.org

Dan Reed, FICF
Field Agent
785-531-0135
dan.reed@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE « DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE « LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE « RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

2kl Knights of
\/ Columbus’

Knights of Columbus (“KofC”) offers life insurance, annuities, long-term care insurance and disability income insurance products. For
costs, terms, conditions and complete details regarding these products, please contact your agent directly or call KofC at 1-800-380-
9995. Products may vary by state. Insurance solutions are available to eligible KofC members in the U.S. and Canada. Knights of
Columbus is located at: 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510.
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SUNDAY
JULY 19, 202

9:00 AM
Polka Mass
@ St. Catherine Church
Cemetery Blessing to folow

EVENTS AT THE

LERMANS

OF WESTERN KANSAS

ELLIS COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

12:00 = 1:30 PM: Meal Served
Live Polka
Music & Dancing

2:00 PM: 0Old-Style Wheat
Thrashing Demonstration

12:30 PM:

MEAL INFORD UN & MEN
Meal served 12:00 - 1: "'l} M

F"IJ||LI:| Pork « (ireen Beans

Beer Garden &
Food Truck

On-Site

All Afternoon

% COME CELEBRATE WITH US! &

Czech Food and Polka Dance  »
St. Wenceslaus Parish Hall ‘

2811 Ave. D
Wilson, Kansas

Part of the Citywide Festival, July 24,25, 2026

http://wilsonczechfest.com/

While in Wilson, visit the 18 ft. Ceska' Egg

1 Block from the Catholic Church

"An Evening of Fond Memories, Bring Back My Heritage"

SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2026

L

@

Fun for all Ages

8:00 am — 1:00 pm

11:00 am — 1:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:30 pm

6:30pm -

Czech out the Country Store
Best Homemade Kolaches in town!
Produce and Baked Goods provided by Parishioners

Authentic Czech Buffet - Prepared by SWCCW
Adults - $16.00 Children 6-10 - $8.00
5 and under free
Polka Mass
Music Provided by Local Musician

Locally made Brats with all the Trimmings
Prepared by Knights of Columbus, Council 1924
$10.00 for the meal - kids under 6 free

Come for an entertaining evening of Bingo

® Everyone Welcome @

BAPTISMS

Joseph Dale Corwin, son
of Colten and Shannon
Corwin, was baptized May
3,2026, by Fr. Werth at St.
Joseph Church in New
Almelo. Godparents are
Lloyd Toll and Ellie Kats.

Murphy Madden Deut-
meyer, son of William and
Catherine Deutmeyer, was
baptized April 11,2026, by
Dcn. Harry Hardy at St.
Thomas More Church in
Manhattan.

Blake Lee Dierksen, son of
Eric Dean Dierksen and
Felicia Dawn Smith, was
baptized April 11, 2026, by
Fr. Leo Blasi at Seven Dolors
Church in Manhattan.

Lain Wilson Engle, son of
Kurt and Megan Engle, was
baptized April 5, 2026, by
Dcn. Harry Hardy at St.
Thomas More Church in
Manhattan.

Naomi Kathryn Ferry,
daughter of Kyle and Bailey
Ferry, was baptized April
26,2026, by Dcn. Harry
Hardy at St. Thomas More
Church in Manhattan.

Raya Ann Chante’e Gon-
zales, daughter of Brandon
Roop and Virginia Gonza-
les, was baptized May 7,
2026, by Fr. Joseph Kieffer
at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church in Concordia.
Godparents are T.J. Wood-
ward and Aryena Nault.

Greta Jane Prewo, daugh-
ter of Cory and Rachel
Prewo, was baptized May 9,
2026, by Fr. James M.
Thomas at Immaculate
Conception Church in
GCrinnell.

Mary Josephine Rourke,
daughter of Alan Matthew
Rourke and Ryan Bethany
Moos, was baptized May 9,

2026, by Fr. Michael Leiker
at Saints Peter and Paul
Church in Clay Center.

Ellie Ann Theobald,
daughter of Cody and
Hallie Theobald, was
baptized April 5, 2026, by
Dcn. Harry Hardy at St.
Thomas More Church in
Manhattan.

Waylynn Elaine Torrey,
daughter of Avery and
Nicole Torrey, was baptized
April 25,2026, by Dcn. Dan
Wahlmeier at St. Joseph
Church in New Almelo.
Godparents are Savana
Rumback and Kade Unter-
sher.

Phillip Eugene Wahlmeier,
son of Joaquin and Helen
(Carlin) Wahlmeier, was
baptized March 1,2026, by
Dcn. Dan Wahlmeier,
assisted by Dcn. Brian Kirk,
at St. Joseph Church in New
Almelo. Godparents are
Gabriel Friess and Emma
Carlin.

Grace and Austin Wahr-
man, children of Jeremy
Wahrman and Crystal
Jones, were baptized May
24,2026, by Fr. Henry Saw
Lone at St. Mary's Church in
Herndon.

Adella Gabrielle Whalen,
Emmett Gerard Whalen,
and Esmé Idalina Whalen,
children of Gerard and
Callista Whalen-Lemieux,
were baptized May 3,2026,
by Dcn. Wayne Talbot at St.
Thomas More Church in
Manhattan.

Willa Ann Windholz,
daughter of Alex and Kalli
Windholz, was baptized
May 3, 2026, by Fr. Daryl
Olmstead at St. Mary
Queen of Angels Church in
Russell.

WEDDINGS

Jacob Gardner and Alexa
Fry were married May 23,
2026, at St. Joseph Church
in Hays. Fr. Andy Hammeke
witnessed their vows.
Parents of the bride are Jon
and Greta Fry. Parents of
the groom are Todd and
Rhonda Gardner. Witnesses
to their vows were Levi
Gardner and Allison Weber.

Tobias Schmidtberger and
Lacey Eckstine were mar-
ried November 1, 2025, at
St. Joseph Church in Hays.
Fr. Fred Gatschet witnessed
their vows. Parents of the
bride are Jerry and Loralyn
Eckstine. Parents of the
groom are Stephen and
Katherine Schmidtberger.

A B Fll. o, Mam

LeDu

MEMORIAL

“A life Full of Memories”
Call Troy or Missy for all your Monument needs
Email: leducmemorial@att.net

Website: www.leducmemorialdesign.org

701 Lincoln St. Concordia, KS 66901

785-243-4660
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FUNERALS

Gary E. Baalman, 89, died
May 8,2026. Funeral Mass
was celebrated May 15 at St.
Frances Cabrini Church in
Hoxie. Fr. Brian Lager
presided. Burial in St.
Frances Cabrini Cemetery,
Hoxie.

Yvonne L. Braun, 86, Hays,
died May 2,2026. Funeral
Mass was celebrated May 6
at St. Joseph Church in
Hays. Fr. Fred Gatschet
presided. Burial in St.
Fidelis Cemetery, Victoria.

Deanna K. “Dee” Brown,
59, died May 14, 2026.
Funeral Mass was celebrat-
ed May 19 at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church in
Concordia. Fr.Joseph
Kieffer presided. Burial in
St. Concordia Cemetery.

Ronel “Ron” Cailteux, 96,
died May 25,2026. Funeral
Mass was celebrated June |
at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church in Concordia.
Fr. Joseph Kieffer presided.
Burial in Mt. Calvary Ceme-
tery, Clyde.

Harold E. Crispin, Jr., 82,
died May 19, 2026. Funeral
Mass was celebrated May
28 at St. Joseph Church in
Hays. Fr. Fred Gatschet
presided. Burial in St.
Joseph Cemetery, Hays.

Mildred M. Klaus, 92, died
May 17, 2026. Funeral Mass
was celebrated May 22 at
St. Joseph Church in Hays.
Fr. Daryl Olmstead presid-
ed. Burialin St. Joseph
Cemetery, Hays.

Sue Lang, 87, died May 4,
2026. Funeral Mass was
celebrated May 11 at St.
Joseph Church in Hays. Fr.
Fred Gatschet presided.
Burial in St. Joseph Ceme-
tery, Hays.

Gloria Charlene Lloyd, 82,
died May 14, 2026. Funeral
Mass was celebrated May
20 at St. Nicholas of Myra
Church in Hays. Fr. Damian
Richards presided. Burial in
Ascension Cemetery, Bel
Aire.

Helen M. Pfeifer, 93, died
May 14,2026. Funeral Mass
was celebrated May 19 at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Hays. Fr. Brian
McCaffrey presided. Burial
in St. Joseph Cemetery,
Hays.

Ralph F. Pitner, Jr., 82,
died May 7,2026. Funeral
Mass was celebrated May 15
at St. Nicholas of Myra
Church in Hays. Fr. Damian
Richards presided; Fr.
Reginald Urban and Fr.
Gnanasekar Kulandi con-
celebrated. Burial in St.
Michael the Archangel
Cemetery, Hays.

Allen Kee Agency LLC
Allen Kee, Agent
Certified Agency in
Customer Excellence
ekee@amfam.com
Bus: (785) 738-2990

American Family Mutual Insurance Campany, S.I, American Family Insurance
Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, Wi 53783 AMERICAN FAMILY

006441 - Rev. 11/15©2015 - 11133642 @

Thinking about selling your farm or ranch land?

We'll put your land in front of hundreds of thousandgtﬁ
of potential buyers.

Give us a call today!

<

LEE JUENEMANN EMILY SWATZELL
785.871.0960 785.202.0217

®
Blg REALTY

www.bigiron.com/realty

800.887.8625 | 0¥ @®

Hays
and

WEALTH MANAGEMENT Leawood

Enhancing

Lives &
Strengthening
Families

decades,
relatlonshlps with families

just like yours.

11651°Ash St., Suite 205
Leawood, KS 66211

www.werthfinancial.com

Bachelor-Faulkner-Dart-Surber

Funeral Homes
Belleville and Scandia, Kansas (785) 527-2222

~ Directors Steven Surber, John Surber and Don Waddington ~

Chaput-Buoy Funeral Home

Concordia. Kansas ~ 785-243-2121 ~ chaputbuoy.com

Tibbetts-Fischer Funeral Home

Belleville. Kansas ~ 785-527-2211 ~ tibbettsfischerfuneralhome.com
Melby Mortuary & Monuments
Mankato, Kansas ~ 785-378-3211 ~ melbymortuary.com

Directors ~ Joshua Meyer, Kenton LeBlanc, Joseph Blecha,
Darica Hager & Samantha Stensaas

BAALMANN MORTUARY
& CREMATORY

Oakley Atwood Colby
304 E.8hSt. 109 N.2nd St. 190 S. Frankiin
P.0.Box 204 Atwood, 67730  P.O. Box 391
Oakley, 67748  785-626-3895  Colby, 67701

785-671-1132 785-462-2331

www.baalmannmortuary.com

MORTUARY & CREMATORY

A family serving families
for over four generations

Next to Sacred Heart Cathedral

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES®

(785) 825-4242
www.ryanmortuary.com

137 N. Eighth, Salina

Since 1927, We’ve Helped Kansas Children & Families

Hope

YOUTHVILLE

Our Kansas Foster Care Team Cares for Nearly

2,000 Children

Including Those Suffering from Assault,
Substance Abuse, Human Trafficking, & More

You Can Help Support EmberHope with

Mitch Drees

Vice President of Development
mdrees@emberhope.org | 785-643-3890

Guard. Grow. Give.SM

AN
P KorC

N5

Knights of

Columbus
Asset Advisors®

Catholic Investments
for Catholic Families

Contact me today to learn more about our faith-based investments.

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510
www.kofcassetadvisors.org
KoCAA is an SEC registered investment adviser that maintains a principal place of business in the State of Connecticut. For information about KoCAA’s business operations, please consult the Firm’s Form ADV disclosure documents, the

most recent versions of which are available on the SEC’s Investment Adviser Public Disclosure website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, LLC, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Knights of Columbus, the world’s
largest Catholic Lay Organization. Knights of Columbus does not offer investment products outside of the affiliated products offered through KoCAA.

Adam B. Bruna

Investment Advisor
Representative

0O: 785-553-9070

M: 785-553-9070

E: adam.bruna@kofc.org

‘e
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SCHOOLS, FROM PG. 8

TMP-M placed fourth as a
team and just one place
out of earning a trophy,
led by two all-staters:
senior Chase Drennon (tie
for 10th) and freshman
Mason Rozean (tie for
15th).

e In the sand greens
state tourney, St. John's
won the second-place
team trophy, led by top-10
medalists junior Carson
Thomas (seventh) and
senior John Mick (eighth).
Other members of the
Blujays’ runner-up team
were seniors Edward
Horinek and Grant
Goodaker and freshman
Bryson Bergmann.

State softball, baseball

TMP-Marian closed out
amemorable spring
season, qualifying individ-
uals and teams for state in
every sport.

In addition to track and
golf, the Monarch baseball
and softball teams com-
peted at state.

The softball team

qualified for state while
setting numerous school
records, including most
wins in a season with its
27-3 overall record.

The Monarchs fell
behind 4-0 in their first-
round game at state and
made a valiant comeback
before falling 4-3.

TMP-M has a bright
future, returning its
entire team with the
exception of graduating
senior Addison Watson.

One of the top returnees
next year will be senior-
to-be Brynn Rebel, who
helped lead this year’s
team both at the plate and
in the pitcher’s circle,
where she recorded 139
strikeouts in 98 innings
and finished with a 14-2
record. Offensively, she
broke or tied four career
or season school records.

The TMP-M baseball
team, ranked first in Class
2-1A for much of the
season, took a 29-1record
into the state champion-
ship game with defending

state champ St. Mary’s-
Colgan out of Pittsburg.
The game was tied at 3-3
through six innings
before SMC erupted for
four runs in the top of the
seventh and held on for a
7-3 win.

The Monarchs featured
a solid lineup with
strength at every position
in enjoying their best
season in several years.

Junior all-stater Ty
Schmeidler was named
player of the year by the
Kansas Baseball Coaches
Association because of his
success on the mound (6-0
record, 96 strikeouts) and
at the plate (.539 BA).
Seniors closing out their
careers with three state
appearances and two
top-four finishes were
Conor Breit, Caden
Dinkel, Carson Liles, Ian
Nehls, Isaac Purinton and
Easton Werth.

Note: Students in this
story were identified by
their classification during
the 2025-26 school year.

SPOTLIGHT ON
THE SAINTS

Our Lady of Perpetual Help is the patroness
of our diocese. That means she holds a special
place in our hearts, and we can always turn to
her when we need help or guidance.

In the image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
we see Mary holding the child Jesus. According
to tradition, Jesus had seen a vision of His
future suffering and death on the Cross. Fright-
ened, He ran to His mother. He ran so quickly
that one of His sandals slipped from His foot.

See how tightly Jesus holds His mother's
thumb with both hands. Even though He is
looking at the Cross He finds comfort in being

// close to Mary.
Mary, however,
is not looking at
Jesus. She is
looking at us.
Her gaze re-
minds us that
she is our moth-
er, too, ready to
help us bring
our fears, wor-
. ries, and strug-
"~ gles to her Son.

ADV

OF PEHPETUAI.. HELP
FEAST DAV: JUNE 27

Sharing a glass of ice-cold water

June has arrived, and
with it comes the Kansas
heat.

There are few things
better on a hot summer
day than a cold glass of
water. Whether
I'm mowing the

yard,

coach-

ingina ]\B[I LL

hot gym’ Dr \terfc\lg:l.l\e\
or just

spending

time outside, there comes
a point when all I can think
about is finding some cold
water.

I even have this recur-
ring dream sometimes
where I am at a water
fountain drinking and
drinking, but even though
I feel like I am consuming
water, I just keep drinking.
It is a very frustrating
dream. Finally, I wake up,
get up, and get some
water, and all is good
again.

Years ago, I was watch-
ing a movie when a con-
versation between charac-
ters stuck with me.

A character says some-
thing like, “They’re so
thirsty for it they’ll walk

through the desert chas-
ing a mirage, and when
they discover there’s no
water, they’ll drink the
sand.”

Then comes the

line that has been
7% stuckinmyhead
ever since:

“People don’t
drink the sand
because they’re
thirsty. They
drink the sand
because they don’t know
the difference.”

The longer Ilive, the
more I think that line
explains alot of what I see
around me.

Look around our world.
There are so many people
searching for something
to satisfy them. Like me in
my dream, they are thirsty
for something and keep
consuming all sorts of
things, hoping that if they
get enough, they will
finally feel refreshed.

They want meaning,
purpose, love, peace,
forgiveness, and belong-
ing. They want their lives
to matter. They want to
know that they are loved
and they want something

that gives lasting joy.

It is easy to judge them
for what they are looking
to consume, but under-
neathitall, I see people
who are hurting and
searching for something
to fill the emptiness they
feel. But these are people
God loves who are search-
ing for something good.
They just don’t know
where to find it.

It makes me think about
one of St. Augustine’s
famous quotes: “Our
hearts are restless until
they rest in You.” Augus-
tine understood that the
longing we feel is not a
flaw. It’s a sign. It’s God
drawing us toward Him-
self.

Jesus tells us that He is
the source of living water.
His love, His mercy, and
His invitation into rela-
tionship with Him are

what our hearts have been

searching for all along.

It is challenging, but
maybe part of the reason
the world is full of thirsty
people is because we are

not as willing as we should

be to share the Gospel.
As Christians, we know

and our love. There is no
doubt that someone in
your life and mine is
thirsty. Let’s not be afraid
to help them find the One
who can truly satisfy.

PRAYER TO THE
SACRED HEART

where the living water is
found. It is so important
that we don’t keep it to
ourselves. We must point
others to Jesus through
our words, our witness,

O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
living and quickening source of eternal life,
infinite treasure of the Divinity,
and burning furnace of divine love,
You are my refuge and my sanctuary.
O my amiable Savior,
consume my heart with that burning fire
with which Your Heart is ever inflamed;
pour down on my soul those graces
which flow from Your love;
and let my heart be so united with Yours
that our wills may be one,
and that mine may be
entirely conformed to Yours.
May Your divine will be equally the standard
and rule of all my desires and all of my actions.
Amen.
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