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J a n u a r y                                                                                P A G E  1S a f e  E n v i r o n m e n t  O f f i c e  

“I am the good shepherd, and
I know mine and mine know
me, Just as the Father knows
me and I know the Father;
and I will lay down my life  

for the sheep”

      ~John 10: 14-15     

Report allegations of the abuse of a minor to the
Department of Children and Families

800.922.5330
KBI Crime Hotline

800.572.7463
…………………

If you suspect abuse of a minor by church or school
personnel, in addition to contacting civil authorities, 

the diocese provides a confidential 
Hotline: 866.752.8855 ext.1067
Website:  reportandprotect.com

Email:  reportabuse@salinadiocese.org
Reports will be responded to promptly by the

 Victim Assistance Coordinator
……………….

To report an incident of sexual abuse and related
misconduct by a Bishop or Religious Superior

currently or in the past, the Catholic Bishop Abuse
Reporting Services provides a confidential 

Hotline: 800.276.1562
Website: reportbishopabuse.org

……………….
The Diocese of Salina complies with Kansas laws

regarding reporting suspected abuse to civil authorities
and cooperates with civil authorities investigating

reports of suspected abuse by all persons, including but
not limited to Church Personnel.

…………….
Questions regarding reporting should be

            directed to the Safe Environment Office  
Diocese of Salina -785.827. 8746

…………….
God is light; and in him there is no darkness. If we

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another.”

1 John 1:5-7

 I just want to give a shout-out to all of the parish and
school Safety Coordinators in the Diocese of Salina.

I want to thank you for your commitment as you
continue to keep our children safe. 

Your dedication to our diocese is greatly appreciated. 
Many blessings to you and your families in 

the new year!

wendy.backes@salinadiocese.org

All parishes and schools are reminded
to place this announcement dated 7-23
in their parish bulletins and/or school
newsletters/websites quarterly, then

provide the Safe Environment Office a
copy for diocesan files. If you need to
change the format, please contact the

SE office.

Wendy

 

Your continued support and
patience is greatly appreciated. 

Be Our Light for the New Year

Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Risen Christ,
 be with us today and always.

Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter.
Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier.

May this new year be a time of deep
 spiritual growth for us,

A time of welcoming your graces and gifts,
A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally,

A time for growing in virtue and goodness.
Come, Holy Spirit, Be with us today and always.

   -Author unknown

Please contact the Safe Environment
Office  if you have questions 

or need  assistance. 7-23
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Kim Hoelting
Human Resources

Director
785. 342.0819

kim.hoelting@salinadiocese.org
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Wendy Backes
Safe Environment 

Program Coordinator
785.827.8746 

wendy.backes@salinadiocese.org

Believe in
 the  possibility of
 help and healing. 

 There is hope
reportabuse@salinadiocese.org

866.752.8855 ext. 1067
reportandprotect.com

Previous Shout - Outs

November 2023 - Donna Benoit - St. Joseph parish - Damar
october  2023 - Stacey halbgewachs - st. bernards - ellsworth

september 2023 - cody marintzer - St. nicholas - hays
  May 2023 Michelle Coonrod -  Manhattan Catholic School -  Manhattan 

April 2023 Tracy Perret -  Holy Family Elementary  -  Hays 
 March 2023  Christina Whitehair -  St. Andrew’s School - Abilene 

February 2023   Susan Kisner -  IHM Parish - Hays   
January 2023 Michele Goscha-Laumann -  St. Mary’s Parish  -  Smith Center

2023 Safety Coordinator Shout – Outs
 During the month of December we recognized Nancy Sherffius. Nancy is the Safety Coordinator of St. Mary Queen of

the Universe in Salina, KS. Nancy has been a member of St. Mary Queen of the Universe parish since 1989 when she
moved to Salina after teaching business classes for 14 years at Concordia (Kansas) High School. She became the

full-time Director of Faith Formation and Pastoral Assistant in 2000; the parish Safety Coordinator became part of
her responsibilities. She has been fortunate that St. Mary parishioners have been very understanding and

cooperative in working toward verification and certification. Nancy shares this recognition with all the Safety
Coordinators who work to keep our children safe when working with adult ministers.  Nancy has been a great

addition to the Safety Coordinator Team in the diocese as her attention to detail, self-awareness and accountability
are what stand out the most! We greatly appreciate all of Nancy’s work and ALL she does at St. Mary Queen of the
Universe Parish in Salina, especially as she continues to create a safe environment for the students at the parish.

 

Our school children and our parishioners are our greatest gifts and our greatest resources.

 Ensuring the safety of children is an ongoing process that involves collaboration and 

cooperation on many fronts.

There are hard working people throughout the diocese at the parish and school level who are committed

to helping the diocese create safe environments for our students to learn, pray and grow, 

and their efforts are greatly appreciated.

The Diocese of Salina’s Safe Environment program continues to, and is dedicated to raising awareness

and reduce risk throughout the diocese. If you would like to commit to helping with this endeavor please

contact  the Safe Environment Office  785-827-8746 or your local school or parish.

A BIG thank you to all who received recognition in 2023!


