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THE SHEPHERD
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3                                                                               P A G E  1S a f e  E n v i r o n m e n t  O f f i c e  

“I am the good shepherd, and I
know mine and mine know me, Just
as the Father knows me and I know
the Father; and I will lay down my

life  for the sheep”

      ~John 10: 14-15     

Report allegations of the abuse of a minor to the
Department of Children and Families

800.922.5330
KBI Crime Hotline

800.572.7463
…………………

If you suspect abuse of a minor by church or school
personnel, in addition to contacting civil authorities, 

the diocese provides a confidential 
Hotline: 866.752.8855 ext.1067
Website:  reportandprotect.com

Email:  reportabuse@salinadiocese.org
Reports will be responded to promptly by the

 Victim Assistance Coordinator
……………….

To report an incident of sexual abuse and related
misconduct by a Bishop or Religious Superior

currently or in the past, the Catholic Bishop Abuse
Reporting Services provides a confidential 

Hotline: 800.276.1562
Website: reportbishopabuse.org

……………….
The Diocese of Salina complies with Kansas laws

regarding reporting suspected abuse to civil authorities
and cooperates with civil authorities investigating

reports of suspected abuse by all persons, including but
not limited to Church Personnel.

…………….
Questions regarding reporting should be

            directed to the Safe Environment Office  
Diocese of Salina -785.827. 8746

…………….
God is light; and in him there is no darkness. If we

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another.”

1 John 1:5-7

All parishes and schools are reminded to
place the  announcement below (dated 7-23)

in their parish bulletins and/or school
newsletters/websites quarterly, then provide

the Safe Environment Office a copy for
diocesan files.  If you need to change the

format, please contact the SE office.

7-23

When emailing  your Certification Status Sheets and  Safety Coordinator
Checklist to the Safe Environment Office

(wendy.backes@salinadiocese.org) before October 1,  please include a
 print- out from the a CMGConnect DATABASE.

 I understand that many of you may still be trying to secure catechists or
possibly other staff members/employees, and that date may not be

possible. If that may the situation for you, please let me know, so I can
make note in your file that those forms will be forthcoming.

Another summer has come and gone, our schools and parishes are
once again filled with children! 

As we continue to elevate our Safe Environment Program for the
Diocese of Salina, please ensure you are including in your programs
information we discussed during our TEAMS meetings this summer.
I look forward to another great year with you all and thank you for

the work you do as we continue our mission;
PROMISE TO PROTECT PLEDGE TO HEAL.

Please contact me with any questions you may have!
wendy.backes@salinadiocese.org

Wendy

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your never-ending love
and blessing. As this school year begins, bless our children

with success in their studies and activities. Grant them
courage and  motivation to do their best at all times.

    Amen



J U L Y  2 0 2 0

 During the month of September we recognized  and honored Cody Marintzer. Cody is the Safety Coordinator of St. Nicholas of Myra in Hays,
KS. Cody and his wife Karen have been married for 18 amazing years and are blessed with 7 wonderful children. Cody started work with St.
Nicholas parish several years ago by taking couples through Marriage Preparation, and also doing Baptism Preparation. He recently accepted
a full time position with St. Nicholas to continue with those ministries and to also put on the hat of parish Faith Formation Director and

Safety Coordinator. Cody has been a great addition to the Safety Coordinator Team in the diocese as his attention to detail, excellent
communication skills, dedication and hard work are what stand out the most! We greatly appreciate all of Cody’s work and ALL he does at

St. Nicholas of Myra. 

"Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by a kindly word; always doing
 the smallest right and doing it all for love."     ~ St. Therese of Lisieux.

 

Kim Hoelting
Human Resources

Director
785. 342.0819

kim.hoelting@salinadiocese.org
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Wendy Backes
Safe Environment 

Program Coordinator
785.827.8746 

wendy.backes@salinadiocese.org

Believe in
 the  possibility of

 help and healing. 
 There is hope

reportabuse@salinadiocese.org
866.752.8855 ext. 1067
reportandprotect.com

2023 Safety Coordinator Shout – Outs

Previous Shout - Outs | May 2023 Michelle Coonrod -  Manhattan Catholic School -  Manhattan 
April 2023 Tracy Perret -  Holy Family Elementary  -  Hays  March 2023  Christina Whitehair -  St. Andrew’s School - Abilene; 

February 2023   Susan Kisner -  IHM Parish - Hays   January 2023   Michele Goscha-Laumann -  St. Mary’s Parish  -  Smith Center

BOUNDARIES
Unless someone crosses the line, most people don’t think about personal boundaries.  But, learning about

 boundaries  is the first step to personal safety. Boundaries may be physical, emotional, mental, behavioral or spiritual. They can also
involve language. Teaching boundary safety is not an easy task, it may be uncomfortable at first. One lesson may not be enough. It is

important for us to watch for signs in ourselves and others that indicate that boundaries may be violated. Respecting physical boundaries
is one way of showing the dignity and respect that God wants for each of us as God’s creation. The more we know about boundary safety

the more we can do to protect our children and give to them a lifetime of healthy relationships.  Pray for wisdom and guidance  to live
within your own boundaries.  Boundaries are not meant to push others away, boundaries are meant to help hold us together.


