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SETTING THE CONTEXT



• Does the Church advocate for “open borders”?

• What does the Church say about undocumented migrants?

• Why do Catholic organizations serve migrants along the border and 
elsewhere?

• Can foreigners just “get in line” to regularize their migratory status?

• Does the Church have some suggestions on how to solve the migratory crisis?

WHAT POLICYMAKERS OFTEN ASK



WHAT IMMIGRANTS OFTEN ASK

• Are massive deportations occurring?

• How many people have been deported?

• Is it true that ICE agents can go into schools and churches?

• What has been the Church’s reaction to the new policies?



Source: Pew Research Center, March 2025.

WHAT AMERICANS THINK



WELCOMING THE STRANGER

“Many individuals and families have come to America fleeing violence, poverty, 
and extraordinary hardship. These are not mere statistics, but brothers and 
sisters in the human family, members who belong to and contribute to our local 
communities, parishes, and our nation.

As shepherds of the Church in Missouri, we support secure borders that ensure 
the safety and welfare of our nation. We also stand in solidarity with immigrants 
and their families, especially those who have already suffered so much in 
search of stability, peace, and safety.”

-Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Missouri on Immigration (Oct. 2025)



HISPANIC CATHOLICS IN THE U.S.



HISPANIC MINISTRY & PUBLIC POLICY



HOW CAN A STATE CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE MINISTER TO HISPANICS?

• Three pillars: Lobbying, formation, advocacy.

• Public policy priorities: Prolife ministry, immigration, social and economic 
justice, family issues, etc.

• Resources: Workshops, conferences, informational videos, interviews 
with media, educational materials (reports, articles, one-pagers).



TOOLS AND MATERIALS FOR OUTREACH



EXPLORING KEY QUESTIONS



PASTORAL REALITY

• How well is the Hispanic community in your diocese connected to 
the broader Catholic community?

• What challenges or obstacles do they face in their daily lives?

• What cultural or social factors shape their everyday experiences?



OUTREACH

• How do you currently reach and mobilize your network?

• Where does the Hispanic community get its information?

• Which communication channels are most effective for engaging 
Hispanic Catholics?



RESOURCES

• What education, advocacy, or information resources do you 
currently offer to your community?

• What types of resources are most needed among the Hispanic 
community?

• How could existing resources be improved or better adapted for 
Hispanic Catholics?



COLLABORATION

• How can a state Catholic Conference make its resources more 
accessible and useful to each diocesan Office of Hispanic Ministry?

• How can diocesan Offices of Hispanic Ministry use their community 
trust and connections most effectively?

• How can both work together to create a deeper and more positive 
impact?



You can find resources on immigration and other policy 

issues on our website: https://mocatholic.org/immigration/
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