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HISPANIC CATHOLICS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE:
BEST PRACTICES FOR MINISTRY AND POLICY COLLABORATION

Missouri Catholic Conference - October 2025



SETTING THE CONTEXT



WHAT POLICYMAKERS OFTEN ASK

» Does the Church advocate for “open borders”?

 What does the Church say about undocumented migrantse

 Why do Catholic organizations serve migrants along the border and
elsewhere?

« Can foreigners just “get in line” to regularize their migratory statuse

« Does the Church have some suggestions on how to solve the migratory crisis?



WHAT IMMIGRANTS OFTEN ASK

* Are massive deportations occurringe

« How many people have been deportede

o |s it frue that ICE agents can go intfo schools and churches?

 What has been the Church’s reaction to the new policies?



WHAT AMERICANS THINK

About a third of U.S. adults say all immigrants in the

U.S. illegally should be deported; half say some Most U.S. adults say im mlgratlon arrests
% who say ___ immigrants living in the U.S. illegally should be deported Sho u Id not be a I Iowed i n p Iaces Of
- Some None worship or schools

% who say law enforcement officers ___ to arrest
immigrants living in the U.S. illegally in each of the

following places
Nearly all who favor deporting ‘some’ immigrants Should not be Should be
living in the country illegally say that committing
violent crime is grounds for deportation

Among those who support some deportations, % who say immigrants in Places Of worshi p
the U.S. illegally should be deported if they ...

allowed allowed

Committed violent crimes Schools

Committed nonviolent crimes Hos pitEIlS 7
Arrived in the country in last four years
Workplaces 5
Have a job
Homes
Are parents of children borninthe U.S.

Came to the U.S. as children Protests or rallies

B

Are married to a U.S. citizen

Source: Pew Research Center, March 2025.



WELCOMING THE STRANGER

“Many individuals and families have come to America fleeing violence, poverty,
and extraordinary hardship. These are not mere statistics, but brothers and
sisters in the human family, members who belong to and contribute to our local

communities, parishes, and our nation.

As shepherds of the Church in Missouri, we support secure borders that ensure
the safety and welfare of our nation. We also stand in solidarity with immigrants

and their families, especially those who have already suffered so much in
search of stability, peace, and safety.”

-Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Missouri on Immigration (Oct. 2025)



HISPANIC CATHOLICS IN THE U.S.

54% of U.S. Catholics are White,
36% are Hispanic

Among U.S. Catholics, % who are ...
2% 2% Other, non-Hispanic

g 4 Asian, non-Hispanic
2 Black, non-Hispanic
29 36 Hispanic
64
54 White, non-Hispanic
I I 1
2007 2014 2023-24

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. Estimates for

Asian adults are representative of English speakers only.
Source: Religious Landscape Study of U.S. adults conducted
July 17, 2023-March 4, 2024.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

White Catholics tend to be older than Hispanic and
Asian Catholics

% who are ...

Ages NET NET
1829  30-49 Under50 | 50-64 65+ 50+

All respondents 19% - 52% VN 47%
All'U.S. Catholics 14 - 41 58
whito catnoics |0 30N 29 70
Hispanic Catholics 22 - 59 40

Asian Catholics 18 - 46 53

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown. Estimates for Asian adults are
representative of English speakers only. The sample size for Black Catholics was
not large enough to report on them separately.

Source: Religious Landscape Study of U.S. adults conducted July 17, 2023-
March 4, 2024,

PEW RESEARCH CENTER



HISPANIC MINISTRY & PUBLIC POLICY



HOW CAN A STATE CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE MINISTER TO HISPANICS?

* Three pillars: Lobbying, formation, advocacy.

 Public policy priorities: Prolife ministry, immigration, social and economic
justice, family issues, etc.

» Resources: Workshops, conferences, informational videos, interviews
with media, educational materials (reports, arficles, one-pagers).



TOOLS AND MATERIALS FOR OUTREACH

MISSOURI

CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE

A quarterly publication by the Missowri Cathelic Conforence - The public policy veice of the Catholic Church in Missourl.

MESSENGER gust

CONFERENCE

A quarterly publication by the Missouri Cathalic Canference - The public policy voice of the Catholic Church in Missouri

What is Happening on Immigration Policy?
An Overview of Federal and State Measures

Mely eMective.
rw aftor it gows
twough the full leginiative process
and is signed by the Governor

PRESIDINT TRUMP'S ExccuTive
ACTIONS AND POLICY CHANCES

1115 AMPOFTANE 10 ke i e thiat
a0 executive action Is Sinding
from the mement the president
or gevernor signs the srdar
homrver, that coet not mest

1t will necessanity go into etect

L. ji6 Nyhess apoys fo politico de
“trontenes abwrtas” y promueve o
mnigreciin fegal?

2 ;Qué evie'a lo Mylesin robre la
Inmigrociin iagely kes migrantes
mdocumertodes’

Sobre 105 M antes T smos,



EXPLORING KEY QUESTIONS



PASTORAL REALITY m

 How well is the Hispanic community in your diocese connected o
the broader Catholic communitye

 What challenges or obstacles do they face in their daily livese

 What cultural or social factors shape their everyday experiencese



OUTREACH m

 How do you currently reach and mobilize your network?e

 Where does the Hispanic community get ifs information?

 Which communication channels are most effective for engaging
Hispanic Catholicse



RESOURCES m

 What education, advocacy, or information resources do you
currently offer o your communitye

 What types of resources are most needed among the Hispanic
community?

 How could existing resources bbe improved or better adapted for
Hispanic Catholicse



COLLABORATION

« How can a state Catholic Conference make its resources more
accessible and useful 1o each diocesan Office of Hispanic Ministrye

 How can diocesan Offices of Hispanic Ministry use their community
trust and connections most effectivelye

 How can both work fogether to create a deeper and more positive
impacte



You can find resources on immigration and other policy

Issues on our website: hitps://mocatholic.org/immigration/



	Slide 1: HISPANIC CATHOLICS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE: BEST PRACTICES FOR MINISTRY AND POLICY COLLABORATION
	Slide 2: SETTING THE CONTEXT
	Slide 3: WHAT POLICYMAKERS OFTEN ASK
	Slide 4: WHAT IMMIGRANTS OFTEN ASK
	Slide 5: WHAT AMERICANS THINK
	Slide 6: WELCOMING THE STRANGER
	Slide 7: HISPANIC CATHOLICS IN THE U.S.
	Slide 8: HISPANIC MINISTRY & PUBLIC POLICY
	Slide 9: HOW CAN A STATE CATHOLIC CONFERENCE MINISTER TO HISPANICS?
	Slide 10: TOOLS AND MATERIALS FOR OUTREACH
	Slide 11: EXPLORING KEY QUESTIONS
	Slide 12: PASTORAL REALITY
	Slide 13: OUTREACH
	Slide 14: RESOURCES
	Slide 15: COLLABORATION
	Slide 16

