
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

                               

 Christian joy does not arise on the fringes of reality, 

by ignoring it or acting as if it did not exist. Christian 

joy is born from a call - the same call that Saint 

Joseph received - to embrace and protect human 

life especially that of the holy innocents of our own 

day. Pope Francis, 28 December 2016, Letter of His 

Holiness Pope Francis to Bishops on the Feast of 

the Holy Innocents 

 

Abuse of Minors Pastoral 

Response Hotline: 

 

785.825.0865 

For the safety and the healing of 

children, the Diocese of Salina 

provides an Abuse of Minors Pastoral 

Response Hotline. Calls to this 

number will be answered by the 

Diocesan Assistance Coordinator. 

Calls are confidential with 

the following exceptions: 

 

 Any allegation of child abuse 

concerning those who currently 

are minors must be reported to 

the Kansas Protection Report 

Center 

800.922.5330 

as required by Kansas State Law 

 and 

 Diocesan Policy: 

 Any allegation of child abuse 

including sexual misconduct must 

be shared with the proper 

Diocesan authorities. 

 

    reportabuse@salinadiocese.org 
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“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you 

with knowledge and understanding.” 

~Jeremiah 3:15 

Diocese of Salina Safe Environment Newsletter 

During Child Abuse Prevention month, we are reminded of 

the call to be instruments of justice, working for the 

common good of all, which includes the protection of 

children.   In 2002, the bishops of the United States adopted 

the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People.  They are committed to their Promise to Protect, 

Pledge to Heal to our parishes and catholic schools.    

Dioceses have put in place effective policies for 

safeguarding our children.  Child Abuse prevention month 

should lead to heighted awareness of the need to be      

vigilant about providing a safe environment for all with the 

Church and in our Communities. 

The protection of children is the responsibility of the entire Church.  You 

can begin by taking these steps to create a safe environment in your own 

parish and at home. 

1) Pray…Prayer is the most important way you can help the Church 

most effectively offer healing to survivors of abuse, seek reconciliation 

with affected communities, and protect children.

2) Participate… Engage in or help plan a liturgy for the healing of    

victims. Get the Safe Environment training your Parish/School offers, 

know the warning signs of child abuse and how to report, know the 

warning signs of offenders. 

3) Promote…Learn more about the USCCB’s efforts by reading the 

Annual Report on the Implementation of the Charter.   Distribute 

Promise to Protect, Pledge to Heal posters and brochures in your parish 

and school.  Read and become familiar with the ongoing work of the 

Holy See. 
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As a Community of Faith 
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WE PROMISE TO PROTECT 

AND PLEDGE TO HEAL 

 

Pamela Sullivan 
Director of Safety and Security Office 
785.827.8746 
chancellor@salinadiocese.org 

Know the warning signs of Offenders… 

1. Offenders prefer to be with children 

2. Offenders go overboard touching, wrestling or tickling 

3. Offenders may give minors alcohol or drugs or show them pornography  

4. Offenders allow children to break the rules 

5. Offenders act as if the rules do not apply to them. 

You can help the abuse of children.  If you observe an adult who is not behaving appropriately with children, 

speak up.  Let someone know what you saw, you are not accusing anyone of anything.  You are letting someone 

know you care, are watching, and are concerned that no harm is done to a child. 
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 Look for the next edition of 

The Shepherd 

in July, 2017 

     

. 

 

Anyone whose latest background check was done in 2012 will need to 
update in 2017. 

 West Vicariate plus 
Manhattan and Junction City.  Next year we will be visiting East 

Central Vicariate plus part of the East Vicariate.  

 

 

 

Over 2 million parish employees and 

volunteers and 4.2 million children have 

been Safe Environment trained to 

recognize the behavior of offenders and 

what to do about it. Training was also 

provided to over 159,764 educators, 

258,978 other employees, 35,475 priests, 

16,294 deacons, and 6,847 candidates for 

ordination.  Background evaluations have 

been conducted on over 2 million parish 

volunteers and Church personnel who 

have contact with children. 

 

 

There is no doubt the Catholic Church is 

committed to protecting children. 

 

 

 


